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SELECTMEN’S

REPORT

The Selectmen of the town of Hinsdale, for the year commencing March 1, 1878, and ending February 28, 1879, beg
leave to submit the following report:
Cash in the Treasury, March 1, 1878,
$488 30
Rec’d Savings Bank tax for 1878,
576 T0
Literary Fund money,
Railroad tax,

188 38
94 95

For use of town hall,
For lumber sold,
For supportof County paupers, April term,

73 00
3 00
159 90

For support of County paupers, Oct. term,
For town note borrowed

TT 50
300 00

From sale of town bonds,

24,000 00

Amount of taxes committed to George P. Wellington. Collector,
13,808 87
Rec’d amount due from Canal Co.,

Of Charles R. Sargeant, Collector, 1876,
Interest on taxes, 1878,
Total,

25 00

9 00
T4 88
$39,759 48

EXPENDITURES.
Paid town notes,
$ 2,500 00
For building new town house in addition to
amount paid last year,
20,880 23
D. W. Stearns, use of water trough last year,
3 00

John Stearns, use of water trough last year,

3 00

Sentinel Printing Co., town reports, 1877,

24 00

J. H. Spalter, invoice books,

2 50

Faulkner & Batchelder, retainer,
Dr. M. C. Dix, record of births and deaths,

6 00
3 50

Printing town bonds,

29 00

4

Paid Gilbert Richmond, amount due from School
Districts, Nos. 4 and 5,

$163 44

Interest on town bonds to July 15, 1878,

200 00

Samuel H. Liscom, damage to sheep by dogs,
F. D. Fisk, nails,

5 00
47

Town note and interest,

County tax,
State tax,

368 80

1,228 04
1,520 00

Four check lists,

EK. 8. Perham, care of and going with hearse,
E. 8. Perham, repairing hearse,
C. 8. Farr, printing notices,

George Wellman, interest on town notes,

50

21 50
1 85
5 25

102 30

Insurance on town hall,
17 tons 711 lbs. coal for town house,

12 50
TT 54

Freight on same,
G. H. Alexander, plasturing old town hall,

33 49
3 00

_ 10 1-16 cords wood for town house,
J. B. Mitchel, repairs on old town hall,
Interest on town bonds to Jan. 15, 1879,

Insurance premium on town house,
Cutting wood,
Thermometer,
T'wo brooms,
One shovel,
One faucet and work,
School books for children,

Jabez Tyrrel, expense and detention by reason of small pox,
C. D. Whittaker & Son, trucking,

Geo. P. Wellington, work on old town hall,
P. W. Taylor, rent of land for lock-up,
P. W, Taylor, snowing lower bridge,
F. D. Fisk, paper for old town hall,
Holman & Merriman, work and iron,
Dr. L. A. Lamson, hardware,
Newhall & Stebbins, castings and bolts,
H. Barrett, water trough,
Paid bounty on 16 hawks,
Paid bounty on 8 foxes,
D. W. Stearns, water trough, 1878,
N. E. Pratt, work on old town hall,

Seccomb Kehew & Thayer, 2 bbls. kerosene oil.
C. D. Whittaker, snowing upper bridge,

88 45
12 27
660 00

150 00
30
50
40
1 40
1 00
7 30

21 63
5 41

10 05
3
4
6
6
1

00
00
29
00
50

3
3
1
3
6
21

00
20
50
00
50
49

64

10 00

5
% 6 00

Paid C. R. Sargeant, highway tax,

Surveyor for perambulating town line,
For invoice books and stationary,

1 45)
1 75

Moses Bardwell, work on town house,
Discount on taxes for 1878,
Error on one tax,

1 00
324 84
18

$28,448 58
PAID THE

SEVERAL

SCHOOL

District No. 1, H. F. Horton,
is
2. Seymour E. Butler,
Fi
3, James Bridges,

.

Sed

DISTRICTS.
$ 213 19
98 81
$141 82

Crowningshield,

3 00
144 82

“4 & 5, E. Stebbins, bal. last year, 277 79
Union Dist. § Gilbert Richmond,
639 02

916 81
147 89

District Ne. 6, Alfred A. Doolittle
o
7, Wallace W. Streeter,
%
8, N. M. Worden,
“9, Wm. B. Adams,

99
1,030
157
1,000

Paid Expense for High School,
‘* Union School District, for repairs and to pay
debts,

‘‘

41
00
44

00

1,994 26

No. 8, For repairs and furnaces.

870 00
$6,172 63

PAID

FOR

REPAIRS

OF HIGHWAYS

District No. 1, N. Chandler, repair sluces,
James B. Thomas, work.
Lemuel Liscom, work.

& BRIDGES.
$1 00

6 50
152 40

Paid for plank, rails and posts, 14 70
S174 60
District No. 2, Israel ‘T. Burnham, work,
64
6
ee
os
plank,

District No. 3, John Thomas, work,
ne
4, Seymour E. Butler, work,
iM

plank,

4% 88
12 40
————
39 06
18 00

ES

.
‘61 23
Bo D4

5. 06

6

District No. 5, O. E. Smith, work,

oF

‘¢

plank,

$36 30

2 52

$88 82
Dis. Nos. 6, T and 10,
O. iH. Higgins, work,
561
s:
lumber,
2
C. D. Whittaker, work,
14
HK. & N. Worden, .
3
8. R. Newcomb,
“
2
“<vails and posts, 4
0.ne Mason, plank,
10

380
60
00
45
25
57
89

598 56
Dis. Nos. 11 and 12,
2
Eldad Wright, work,
O. H. Higgins, ‘“
Bae Vay lor,
sore

5 00
11 25

~
Dist. No. 14, H. H. Day, work,
D. W. Stearns, work,

O. H. Higgins, “
‘¢
rails and posts,
Districts Nos 8 and 9,
James Shattuck, work,

G. H. Crowningshield, work,
C. A. Mason, work,
5
“plank,

73 40
-—
4 00
24 75

8 50
4 14
——

89 65

41 39

2 50

2 03

161 838
22 380
———

188 66

$1,282
Paid A. & W. Dickinson, planks for lower bridge, $53
F. B. Chandler, oak sleepers do.,
11
C. A. Mason, plank,
|
28

34
55
41
24

Arad Gilbert, work on same,

1 50

‘
7
upper bridge,
Merriman & Martin, castings,

9 00
3 50
$107 20

Paid Chandler & Thomas, job on Brattleboro road,
Lemuel Liscom, work do.,
sf
gravel and clay,

©. A. Mason, job in District No. 8,
QO. G. Smith, graveling Plain road,

$244 36
22 76
32 88

50 00
10 00

|

7

O. H. Higgins, claying road near Doolittle’s
crossing,

$62 25

$422 25
PAID

FOR SUPPORT

OF TOWN

For Eri Elmore,
Cyrena Doolittle,
Austin Dickerman,

PAUPERS.
|

$128 83
95 19
3 30

Taking affidavits tramps.
Keeping four tramps,
D. Smith’s family,

8 80
1 40
25 55
$263 07

COUNTY

PAUPERS.

Paid for C. P. Cook’s family,
J. H. Blake,
Keeping 145 tramps,
Kibby boy, Reform School,
John Young,
M. Cunningham’s family,
E. Sawtelle’s family,

$39
T
59
3
8
|
19

EK. Revet,

7
50
30
OT
23
es)
18

1 00

$156 24
STREET

LAMPS.

Paid J. B. Mitchel, repairing lamps,
i eee
Leonard Perham, furnishing oil and lighting
lamps,
241 87
$244 O07
FIRE

DEPARTMENT.

Paid 43 engine and hose men,
Work on engine and hose, and for

keeping fires and cutting wood,
Oil for hose,

$129 00

25 75
3 50

$158 25

8

TOWN

LIBRARY.

g 1
25
18
10
1
40

Paid George S. Wilder, for books,
J. B. Mitchel, stove and fixtures,
Hunter & Co., magazine, for 1879,
Mrs. Boyden, rent,

Oil, chimneys and wicks,
Miss Althea M. Stearns, librarian,

25
40
85
00
80
00

$97 80
TOWN

OFFICERS.

$100
10
75
60
85
30
10
10
10

Paid George Wellman, Selectman,
‘<"
Overseer of Poor,
O. H. Higgins, Selectman,
Gilbert Richmond,
‘
G. W. Holland, Town Clerk,
Pr
‘©. Treasurer,
Arad Gilbert, Policeman,
C. D. Whittaker,
‘

Willard Taylor,
h
Dr. We 8. Leonard, Supt. Schools,

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00-

‘ High School, 8 00

Dr. M. C. Dix, Supt. Schools,
“ High School,
George P. Wellington, Collector,
Warren 8. Barrows, Supervisor,

$498 00
TAXES

ILLEGALLY
ASSESSED,
SUSPENDED.

SUSPENDED Nathan Allen,
Thomas Bradley,
Dan DeBall,
John Davis,

®*Charles Davis,
‘Charles Parker,

ABATED

AND
$ 153
1 40
2 35
2 35
1 53
2 35
G11 51

ILLEGALLY ASSESSED

Bradford Britton,
William Callahan,
John H. Davis,

$ 1 58
2 35
22585

Peter Davis,
David Dugan,

2 390
2 35

Henry Jabb,
Charles King, dog,
Joseph LaMountain,

2 30
1 00
1 40

James

Sullivan,

1 53

Baxter Wright,

7 60

Rufus Loring, estate,
Fred M. Gilbert,

1 90
2 24

$28 95
ApateD

John W. Aikley,
Frank M. Atherton,
Edward Sawtelle,
Morris Cunningham,
Charles Jabb,
William Verbon,

$ 2 85
1 58
6 34
2 53
2 395
js

John Young,
Emory L. Holton,

2 85
1 58

Lewis Smith,

BO

$27 61
OUTSTANDING

CLAIMS

AGAINST

THE

TOWN.
Due for dog money,
School Dist. No. 9, from 1863 to 1869,
Union School Dist,

Literary fund money for 1878,
Savings Bank tax, for sinking fund,

District No. 8,
Town Library,

$ 87 00
621 44
99 40

188 388
576 70
90 56
399 89

Bonded debt of town on account of building
new Town House,

24,000 00

$26,018 57

10

ASSETS

OF THE

TOWN,

MARCH

1 , 1879.

Due for support of County Paupers:

%19
2
8
1
1,846

For E. Sawtelle.
Mrs. C. P. Cook,

Morris Cunningham,
Eugene Rivet,
Cash in treasury,

13
00)
50
00
30

$1,876 938
$24,136 44
576 70

ToraL NET INDEBTEDNESS,
Less Savings Bank tax for sinking fund,

$23 559 74

Net debt,
RECAPITULATION.
ToraL
|

$39,759 48

Rx¥cgIPts,

EXPENDITURES.

Miscellaneous,
Schools and School Houses,
Highways,

$28,443 76
6,172 63
1.282 34

Bridges,

107 20

Jobs on Highways,

422 25

Town Paupers,
County Paupers,

263 OT
156 24

Lighting Streets.
Fire Department,

244 O7
158 25

Town Library,
Town Officers,

97 30
498 00

Taxes Suspended,
‘«
Tllegally Assessed.
‘Abated,
Cash in Treasury,

li
28
27
1,846

51
95
61
30

#39,759 48

In conclusion we recommend to be raised for current
expenses for the ensuing year, in addition to the amount
required to be raised by law, as follows :—
Town charges,
$2,000 00
Common schools,
High schools,

Highways,

900) 00
1,400 00
1,500 00

11

Claying and hardening the Brattleboro and other
roads,
¢& 500 00
Interest on town bonds,
1,200 00
Fire department,
800 00
Lighting streets.
500 00
‘Town library,
300 00
The amount of $900, if raised for schools, will give only
about the usual amount of school money, as there is no literary fund to draw upon this year, and only $87 of dog money.
We believe the sum of $1500 none to much to raise for ordi-

nary repairs to roads and bridges, as many of the roads are in
bad condition in consequence of the late heavy Fall rains.
We also recommend to finish hardening the Brattleboro road
this season.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
GEORGE WELLMAN,
OLIVER H. HIGGINS,
GILBERT RICHMOND,
Selectmen of Hinsdale.

REPORT OF TOWN HALL BUILDING
COMMITTEE,
The committee appointed by the town for the purpose of
building a new Town House having completed their labors,
respectfully present the following report :—
The location for the building having been decided upon in
March, 1877, by a committee appointed by the town for the
purpose, a special meeting held June 2d, 1877, chose the un-

dersigned as a building committee, and gave them authority
to employ a proper architect, and to procure plans and specifications. Accordingly your committee procured the services
of Jason Perkins, Esq., of Springfield, Mass., as architect,
and also to supervise the construction of the building. The
plans were perfected during the Fall and early Winter following, and the contract for the building was let in February,
1&78, to Amaziah Mayo, Jr., of Springfield, Mass., subject to
the approval of the town at its annual meeting in the March
following, at which meeting the plans and contract were
submitted to and approved by the town, and your committee
instructed to build accordingly. They herewith present a
statement of expenditures in full, the amount of which is
within the sum raised and appropriated by the town. This
statement includes the amounts paid prior to March 1st, 1877,
including land, in order that the entire expense may be shown in concise form, the amount paid for land and construction
account being taken from report of Selectmen for year ending
March Ist, 1877.

Paid for lot,
$2.500 60
Recording deed,
15
Lead pipe and laying same,
44 95
O. H. Higgins, one-half for laying cellar
wall and digging cellar,
349 53
For advertising for proposals,
15 00
Printing notices,
1 25
Lewis Taylor for surveying,
1 00
Jason Perkins, architect, on account,

|

200 00

Amount paid last year,
PAID SINCE MARCH Ist 1878.

Paid Amaziah Mayo, Jr., contractor,
_
extra work,
Jason Perkins, architect,

$3,112 48
$18,300 00
57 Ol
604 28

Surveyors, taking elevations.
Miss Lizzie Sargeant, copying specifications,

8 00
5 00

J. W. Rice, extra work and material,
Q. W. Cobb, iron work,
Hawkins & Co., rods and bolts,

91 65
8 63
12 75d

Putting in drains and pipe,

64 45

Brick for furnaces,

24 00

O. H. Higgins, mason work, cleaning cellar
and grading,
A. & W. Dickinson, 5,200 feet boards,
George H. Alexander, setting furnaces,
J. A. Marden, work and material for furnaces,
Furnaces,
L. Morse & Son, settees for hall,

George Elsey, seats for gallery,
Freight on settees,
Chandeliers, lamps and fixtures,

Chairs,
Holman & Merriman, iron work,

152 41
58 40

24 OT
28 81
210 00
482 1T

184 05
29 45
273 10

Merriman & Martin, castings,
George C. Fisk, one cask lime,

25 00
BalQ
5 58
2 50

J. B. Mitchel, work and stock,
Moses Bardwell, work in basement,

62.13
27 54

Newhall & Stebbins, work and material,
L. A. Lamson, hardware,

18 15
3 02

J. Andrews, material, and cleaning glass,

BoD

Dragging out stumps and other work,

6 62

i4

Freight on furnaces,

16 26

Setting up settees in gallery,

15 00

Arad Gilbert, work,
|
W. H. Starr, extra for finish for frescoing,
Freight on lamps,
Express bill,

1
25
4
2

25
00
20
60

H. M. Slate, boarding man two days,

2 00

C. J. Amidon, sundry bills and items,
C. D. Whittaker & Son, trucking,

45 00
8 20

N. EK. Pratt, gilding and dressing desk and table, 7 00
J. H. Henry, making desk, table and shelf, |
27 00
Total,

$23,992

71

In conclusion it is proper to say that the clock for the
tower was given and placed there by George C. Fisk, Esq., of
Springfield, Mass., at an expense of over $600.

‘The bell

was presented and placed in the belfry by William H. Haile,
Esq., of Springfield, Mass., at an expense of over $600.
Part of the foundation and the frescoing was contributed by
Charles J. Amidon, at an expense of $784.
The bills and vouchers for all the foregoing expenditures
are on file, and in the hands of the Selectmen, open to inspection of all who may desire.
Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE WELLMAN,
C. J. AMIDON,
D. F. FERRIN,
CS Aye
N. M. WORDEN,
Building

Committee.

SSA adm bicumit Ol ek@le avalbw
REPORT

OF

SUPT.

SCHOOL

COMMITTEE.

In presenting the Annual Report of the public schools of the
town, your committee desire to say that they have followed
the plan introduced two years ago, of giving the general statistics of each district in regular order, so that every person
can see at a glance the length of each school in weeks, the
whole number of scholars, the average attendance, the number

of tardy marks, the visits by parents and friends, and the
wages paid each teacher per month; it is also understood that
in reporting the wages, we always include in each month’s
wages the sum paid for board.
Our State Superintendent, in
the new school register which he has furnished towns for the
use of teachers the past year, has given a prominent place to
what he terms a ‘*‘ roll of honor,” upon which shall be placed
the names of those pupils who shall be neither absent or tardy
during a single term, or through the year. We therefore give
in this report the names of those scholars who have earned
this distinction by punctual attendance, and these will be
found at the end of the statistical record of each district, special mention being made of those who have no marks during
the year.

NO. 1—RIVER DISTRICT.
H. F. Horton, Henry Liscomb, L. B. Lamson,

Prudential

Committee ; Miss Anna C. Randall, teacher first term;

Ida G. Rugg, teacher second term;

Miss

Herbert O. Davenport,

teacher third term.

FIRST TERM.
No. weeks, 10; No. scholars, 15; Av. att., 12 37-98; Tardy,
11; Visits,
9; Wages per month, $21.

16

.

_ SECOND

-

TERM.

No. weeks, 11; No. scholars, 15; Av. att., 12;
Visits, 19; Wages per month, $21.

THIRD TERM.
No. weeks, 74; No. scholars, 19; Av. att., 16;
Visits,
8; Wages per month, $36.
Rott

Tardy,

20;

Tardy,

20;

or Honor:
— First term, Stella A. Lamson; Second
term, Eva Yeaw, Katie Thomas; Third term, Ernest

Carter,

John Horton, Henry King, Minnie Lamson.
NO.

2— ASH

SWAMP.

Seymour E. Butler, Prudential Committee;

Miss Lizzie M.

Safford, teacher for the year.
FIRST TERM.
No. weeks, 9; No. scholars, 13; Av.

att., 11 9-22;

Tardy,

10; Visits, 18; Wages per month, $15.80.
SECOND TERM.
No. weeks, 18; No. scholars, 15; Av. att., 13 73-126; Tardy,
20; Visits, 25; Wages per month, $17.80.
Roti

or Honor. — First term, Laura A. Butler, Frank
Whitcomb,

Levi

T.

Streeter;

second

term,

Butler, Grace B. Thomas, Fred S. Butler;
vear, Mary M. Thomas, Arthur S. Butler.

NO.

83— CHESTNUT

Jennie

N.
E.

for the whole

HILL.

James Bridge, Prudential Committee.
FIRST TERM.
No. weeks, 10; No. Scholars, 20; Av. att., 19 8-10; Tardy,
0; Visits, 12; Wages per month, $22.

SECOND TERM.
No. Weeks,

12;

No.

scholars,

20;

Av.

att.,

19 19-100;

Tardy, 0; Visits, 17; Wages per month, $22.
Rout or Honor.
— First term,
Mason,

Joseph

Fanier;

Hattie J. Mason,

second

term,

chard, Alice C. Marble, Edna L. Howe,

Annie

Emma

Mary H.
M.

Blan-

L. Bar-

rett, Flora L. Smith, Sarah L. Dragoon, Charles Dragoon; for the whole year, Bessie K. Mason, Frank E.
Mason.
It is worthy of mention that there have been no
tardy marks in No. 3 for two years.

17
NOS. 4 & 5—UNION
PRIMARY

Gilbert Richmond,

DISTRICT.

DEPARTMENT.

Prudential

Committee;

Miss

Ella K.

Richmond, teacher for the year.
FIRST TERM.
No. weeks, 10; No. scholars, 47; Av. att., 40 63-100; Tardy,

15; Visits, 46; Wages per month, $24.
SECOND

TERM.

No. weeks, 9; No. scholars, 44; Av. att., 418;
Visits, 14; Wages per month, $24.
THIRD

Tardy,

TERM.

No. weeks, 11; No. scholars, 49; Av. att., 39 25-27;
23; Visits, 21; Wages per month, $24.

Roti

12;

Tardy,

or Honor. — First term, Fred Pearson, Mary A. Corless, Orrissia M. Howe, Annie L. Smith, Una M. Leach,
Nellie Knapp; second term, Harry E. Clarke, Michael
Sullivan, Willie

Walker,

Katie

Corless,

Nettie Perham, Sargh J. Pearson,

Rosa

Minnie

Hannon,

Snow,

Julia

Walker, Jennie Young, Josie Day; third term, Harry E.
Clarke, Willie Fales, Willie Walker, Katie Corless, Maud
C. Fuller, Julia Walker, Maggie D. Raleigh’; for the

whole year, Henry D. Hannon, Joe Young.
INTERMEDIATE

DEPARTMENT.

Miss Jennie L. Cook, teacher, first and second terms; Mrs.
Martha L. Stearns, teacher third term.

FIRST TERM.
No.

weeks,

10; No

scholars,

38; Av.

att., 34; Tardy,

4;

Visits, 44; Wages per month, $28.
SECOND

TERM.

No. weeks, 9; No. scholars, 43; Av.

att.,

37

7-10;

Tardy,

2; Visits 30; Wages per month, $28.
THIRD TERM.
No. weeks, 11; No scholars, 33; Av. att., 29 46-55; Tardy
16; Visits 38; Wages per month, $28.
9

Oo

18 ©
Rott

or

Honor:
— First term, Alma

Cunningham,

M. Britton,

Emmet

Belle S. Hannon, Maggie Lynch, Will E.

Reed, Fred C. Stearns, Thomas H. Smith; second term,
Alma M. Britton, Nellie Corless, Lizzie Cunningham,
Minnie M. Marden,
Emmet Cunningham,

John

Mary E. Randall, Kate Raleigh,
Earnest I. Latham, Eddie Pearson,

Raleigh, Will E. Reed, Ed B. Sanderson, Horton

D. Walker;

third term, Fred. C. Stearns, Fred Cole, Ed

Cunningham, Eddie Pearson, Bertie Wetherhead. Ethel
Perham, Minnie Knapp, Genie Perham, Carrie Clarke,
Maggie Lynch.
Urprer

DEPARTMENT.

First term, Albert K. Smith, teacher;
teacher

Miss Jennie L. Cook,

second term.
FIRST

TERM.

. weeks, 10; No scholars, 35; Av. att., 32
7; Visits, 83; Wages per month, $32.

1-5; Tardy,

SECOND TERM.
No. weeks, 11; Noscholars,

27; AX, att., 2557-110;
9; Visits, 36; Wages per month, $32.

Roti

Tardy,

or Honor:
— First term, Arthur Beers, Earnest Latham, Walter Todd, Charles Snow, Nellie Hannon, Rest
Higgins, Alice Roberts, Minnie Todd, Hattie Wright,

Nellie Wright; second term, Lizzie Cunningham,
Raleigh, Tom Corless, Ed
year, Alma M. Britton.

NO.

F. Hannon;

6--SOUTH

for the

Kate
whole

DISTRICT.

Alfred A. Doolittle, Prudential Committee ; Miss Augusta

Doolittle, teacher for the year.
FIRST

No. weeks,

TERM.

10; No. scholars, 8; Av.

att., 6 58-100;

Tardy,

3; Visits, 15; Wages per month, $22.
SECOND

No.

TERM.

weeks, 8; No scholars, 8; Av. att., 7 6-10; Tardy, 1;
Visits, 8; Wages per month, $22.

19

THIRD TERM.
No.

weeks, 8; No.

scholars, 8; Av. att., 7 6-10; Tardy, 4;

Visits, 7: Wages per month, $22.
Roti or Honor.—First term, Fred C. Davis; second term,
Warren Barrett, Fred C. Davis, Walter Neville, Miles
Doolittle ; for the whole year, Willie H. Davenport, Willis D. Stearns.
It is worthy of mention and commendation that Willie Davenport has been neither absent or
tardy for nine terms, and that Willis Stearns has the
same record for five years.

NO.

7—PLAIN

DISTRICT,

Wallace W. Streeter, Prudential Committee; Miss Mida C.
Perkins, teacher, first term : Miss Clara Smith, teacher, second
term.

FIRST TERM.
No. weeks, 8; No. Scholars, 22; Av. att., 20%; Tardy, 0;
visits, 12; Wages per month, $20.
SECOND

TERM.

No. weeks, 9; No. Scholars, 24; Av. att., 20 89-88;

Tardy,

25; Visits, 19; *Wages per month, $18.
Roxt or Honor.—First term,

Emma Crowningshield,
John

Barrett,

Grant

Fannie

Smith,

Eliza Hathorn,

Grace Darling, Minnie Streeter,
Barrett,

George

Streeter;

for the

year, Julia Smith, Julia Streeter, Warner Barrett.
NO. 8.—VILLAGE

DISTRICT.

N. Miller Worden, Prudential Committee.
PRIMARY

DEPARTMENT.

Mrs. Jennie C. Whitaker, teacher first term;
M. Bolton, teacher second and third terms.
FIRST

No.

Miss Addie

TERM.

weeks, 10; No. Scholars, 39; Av. att., 35; Tardy,
Visits, 13; Wages per month, $32.

21;

*The “* Wages per month” were not reported by either teacher in this District,
therefore the Committee have been compelled to rely upon their imagination for
their facts in reporting this item.
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SECOND

TERM.

No. weeks, 9; No. Scholars, 39; Av. att., 35%; Tardy, 63;
Visits, 20; Wages per month, $28.
THIRD

TERM.

No. weeks, 12; No. Scholars, 36; Av. att., 30 1-20:

Taray,

44; Visits, 832; Wages per month, $28.

Roti

oF Honor.—First

term,

Josephene

Colton ; second term,

Emma

Edith

Lewis,

Shaw, Blanche

Cross,

Dupee, Fred. W.
Josephene

Dupee,

Mary L. Merriman, Minnie

L. Pratt, Herman Shaw, Walter A. Saben; third term,
Fred Dupee, Mark Mann, Herman Shaw; for the whole

year, Mabel A. Hunter.
INTERMEDIATE

DEPARTMENT.

Mrs. Martha S. Stearns, teacher first term;
Stearns, teacher second and third terms.

FIRST TERM.

Miss Nellie A.

|

No. weeks, 10; No. Scholars, 36; Av. att., 33 1-16;
32; Visits, 29; Wages per month, $36.

SECOND

Tardy,

TERM.

No. weeks, 9; No. scholars, 32; Av. att., 27 8-9; Tardy, 6;
Visits, 17; Wages per month, $32.

|

THIRD

TERM.

No. weeks, 12; No. scholars, 31; Av. att., 30 7-12; Tardy,
14; Visits, 36; Wages per month, $32.

Rott

or Honor. —First term, Daisy E. Leonard, Ida D.
Newcomb, Maggie L. Fitzgerald, Clara E. Hopkins, Minnie S. Black, Carrie M. Shattuck, Nellie M. O’Brien,
Jessie M. Bardwell,

Bertie M.

Spencer, Fred. Jeffords,

Wm. A. Shattuck, Ora Streeter, Clessie Spencer, Joseph
Cross, Willie J. Leonard, Ed. H. Cooper, Jennie E. Wor-

den; second term, Maggie L. Fitzgerald, Mary E. Shaw,
Minnie S. Black, Jessie M. Bardwell, Alice M. Spencer,
Ed. H. Cooper, W. Jack Leonard; third term, Mary E.
Shaw, Nellie M. O’Brien, Alice M. Spencer, Ed. C. Cross,

Bertie Spencer,

Joe Cross, Will J. O’Brien, Ora Streeter,

Emmet Cunningham ; for the year, George A. Holland.
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Upper

DEPARTMENT.

Arthur P. French, teacher first term; Mrs. Maggie H. Keyes,
teacher second and third terms.

FIRST TERM.
No. weeks,

10; No.

scholars,

35; Av. att., 32; Tardy, 56:

Visits, 15; Wages per month, $62.
SECOND
No.

weeks,

9; No.

scholars,

TERM.
24; Av. att., 21%; Tardy,

3;

_ Visits, 16; Wages per month, $36.
THIRD

TERM.

No. weeks, 10; No. scholars, 28; Av. att., 253; Tardy, 35;
Visits, 72; Wages per month, $36.
Roitut or Honor:
— First term, Nellie S. Colton, Nettie E.
Field, Alice E. Hunter, Bertha Sargeant, Charles W.
Clarke, Ed 8S. Henry, Fred 8. Leonard, Ed L. Sargeant;
second term, Alice E. Hunter, Clara Hopkins, Jennie M.
Worden, Hattie Fales, Hattie Wright, Nettie Wright,
Anna Britton, Frank Spencer; third term, Grace Royce,

Thomas Lehey, Frank Spencer.
NO.

9—ADAMS

DISTRICT.

William B. Adams, Prudential Committee; Miss Rosa E.
Warren, teacher first term; Miss Cora J. Holbrook, teacher
second term.
FIRST TERM.
No.

weeks, 12; No scholars, 9; Av.
Visits, 7; Wages per month, $24.

SECOND

att., 74; Tardy,

4;

TERM.

No. weeks, 12: No. scholars, 7; Av. att., 6 87-118; Tardy,
0; Visits, 11; Wages per month, $22.
Roti

or Honor;
— Second

term. Annie

F.

Adams,

Oliver

W. Adams.

WHOLE

NUMBER OF SCHOLARS,
ATTENDANCE.

AND

NON-

In compliance with the law, the selectmen reported to the
school committee the whole number of school children between
the ages of five and fifteen years, as recorded by them April

22
ist. 1878.

The whole number

is 315; boys, 160; girls, 155.

It is also the duty of the committee to report the whole number of pupils between five and fifteen years of age not attending school the number of weeks required by law. There has
been the usual negligence on the part of teachers in reporting
this item; they should in all cases consult the prudential
committee of the district, who can generally furnish the
needed facts.
We report the present year 30 as the whole
number given in the several registers, but are sure that there
are other instances not reported. The school law in regard to
the attendance of children, is posted by the committee every
year. It is well understood by everybody, and parents and
guardians who keep children out of school are liable to a fine
for so doing.
RECORD

OF ATTENDANCE.

The percentage of daily attendance during the past year, in
each of the schools in town is largely in excess of any previous
year, notwithstanding the large number of pupils that were
absent during the winter term on account of sickness. This
fact, in itself, is very cheering, showing that progress is being
made in the right direction ; for it is irregular attendance, and
n0t non-attendance, that presents the most formidable obstacle
to the welfare of a school.

It is not our wish, nor do we in-

tend to be unjust when we say that it seems to us as though
many parents looked upon the school as secondary to other
things.

If there is a street-show,

an errand

to be done, or

any other matter that promises fun or excitement, it furnishes
an excuse on the part of the pupil for neglecting the school,
and in far too many cases the parent accepts such excuses as
valid reasons for so doing.
Another fruitful source of irregular attendance, especially in
our village districts, and one also that causes a vast amount
of sickness among children between the ages of five and fifteen,
is the manner in which the pupil is allowed by parent or guardian, to employ his time out of the regular school hours, during
a school term.
If the pupil is allowed to spend his evenings
how and where he pleases; if he engages in any unnecessary
outside work that shall unfit him for doing his whole duty in
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the school-room; if his time and bodily vigor is wasted by
frequenting places of amusement, by reading miserable, trashy
books and papers;

such an

one will furnish

the general cases

of irregular attendance, and a half dozen like him, in a school

of fifty pupils, will injure the success of an otherwise successful term.
The only remedy for this evil is for parent and
teacher to work together for the good of the school.
Let the
pupil be taught to believe that it is singleness of purpose that
is the essential element of success in every department of life.
Let the parents see that their children are at school regularly,
and at the right time, and then there will be less occasion to
complain of their want of progress, or discouragement with
their studies. This matter of irregular attendance was brought
before you in our report of last year, but we deem it of such
vital importance that we speak of it again this year, hoping
thereby that an improvement may be made in this direction
during the year ensuing.
As an incentive for well doing in
the future, and also because worthy of mention, we will state
that District No. 6, as regards its percentage of daily attendance, is the banner school of the town, having a record of 97
per cent.; District No. 3, Chestnut Hill, stands next with a
record of 96 per cent. In the matter of tardy marks. Chestnut Hill takes the lead in all the schools of the town, having
no instance of a single tardiness during the year.

SCHOOL

REGISTERS.

While we can commend them in the majority of instances,
yet, in a few, the report is so meagre that it is impossible to
get from them a suflicient knowledge to meet the requirements
of the law. ‘This culpable negligence upon the part of those
teachers, thus deficient in the report of their schools, arises
from the fact that many of our prudential committees are in
the habit of paying their teachers without requiring, or even
asking them for a certificate showing that they have completed
their work.
This lax, unbusiness-like way of doing one’s
duty consequently re-acts upon the teacher, and he is willing
to receive pay for unfinished services if the chief financial
officer of the district is willing to pay him. Through fear
that there may be some misunderstanding in regard to the law
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upon

this point, we copy from

General

Statutes,

Chap.

81,

Sec. 15, and we sincerely hope that each person interested
will govern himself accordingly. The law reads as follows :—
‘¢ Every teacher, at the close of his school and at the end
of each term thereof, shall make a return of such register or
record to the school committee of the town, who shall give to
him a certificate thereof; and no teacher shall receive payment
for his services until such certificate is produced and delivered
to the prudential committee.”
THE

HASTE

OF SCHOLARS

HIGHER

TO

RUSH

INTO

TEXT-BOOKS.

Your committee feel that they would not be doing their
whole duty without calling attention to some of the minor
evils which
town.

exist, generally,

throughout

the schools

of the

In making our first visits of the term—the most difficult
because of some matters of grading that always present
themselves for our decision—we find it, at times, exceedingly
perplexing to arrange the school upon a basis of proper
classification. The reason is this: almost every pupil has, or
desires to have, a text-book of his own choosing, far in
advance of his intellectual attainments, and we are sorry to
see a disposition on the part of some of the parents to gratify
this desire, even to the injury of the school. Many of our
pupils, especially in the intermediate departments, are carrying about a text-book two or three sizes larger than themselves ; and, in such cases, your committee are obliged to be
a trifle conservative, else some parent will accuse them of
suppressing the incipient fires of genius.
Many, also, are
ciphering half way through the practical arithmetic, yet they
cannot explain the rule for addition, nor tell you why they
begin at the right hand to add.
Pupils are eager to make rapid advancement from a lower
to a higher grade, and often times there is a lack of thoroughness by so doing. ‘Teachers are often importuned by parents
to the same end; and many teachers, thus urged, or by their
own indiscretion, allow their pupils to resort to the process
known as ** cramming ;” and thereby they often pass hurriedly
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over all the elementary studies, with little or no understanding of principles, and so superficially that they acquire
little or no knowledge that will benefit them in the practical
duties of every day life. School-days thus unimproved, are
of little importance.
It unfits pupils for any real progress,
because they have not well-formed habits of study. They are
constantly bewildered and perplexed as they advance, or
attempt to advance; and, in the majority of cases, this slipshod, superficial method of work in the school-room will cling
to them in all their after vears.
We would respectfully ask
_the parents, who have children attending the public schools of
_ the town, to co-operate with your committee in this matter of
thoroughness, insisting that the pupil shall be advanced from
one study to another and from one grade to another upon his
individual

merits
prospects of life.

only, and not from

THE DISTRICT

age,

favor, or future

SYSTEM.

In view of the establishment of a High School, and taking
into consideration the dilapidated condition of some of our
school houses in the smaller districts, which will render it abso-

lutely necessary to build new ones ere long, several projects
have been suggested whereby some radical charge should be
made in our districts as now divided.
Your committee propose to mention some of these plans, wishing it distinctly understood that they do not at the present time advocate or
espouse any particular plan, with the single exception of the
union of two large districts, which will be mentioned hereafter.
Some individuals advocate the abolition of the district system ; that all district organizations be given up and the schools
of the town intrusted to the management of a Board of Education, who shall locate the schools

in such

houses and at such

places as they see fit, hire the teachers, and arrange for the
transportation of scholars whose homes are at a distance from
school, the law providing that a certain per cent. of the school
money may be expended for this purpose.
This would not,
as some have supposed, do away with all the school-houses
and schools outside the village limits; for it would certainly

4
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be necessary in our own town to have school-houses and
schools in several localities, to accommodate pupils who are
too young to go any considerable distance from their homes to
attend school.
Another suggestion has been made that the town be re-districted and so arranged as to consolidate some of the smaller
districts, thereby obtaining more money and larger and longer
schools than at present.
Another proposition which is in a
measure covered by the former suggestion, is the union of districts No. 2 and 7 (Ash Swamp and the Plain district, ) anew
school-house to be built in some suitable locality which shall
accommodate equally both districts; and that No. 6, (South
district,) be united with Union district in the village. One
thing is certain, the pupils in No. 2, (Ash Swamp,) in No. 9,
(Adams District,) and quite a proportion of those in No. 3,
(Chestnut Hill,) are too young to be sent any great distance
from their homes to attend school, and yet we desire them to
have the same educational privileges as the older pupils of the
town; so that whatever we do must be done with a view to the

best good of the whole town.
If your committee recommend anything strongly in the way
of consolidation, it would be that the Union district and the

Village district unite for school purposes.

In this way only

one Grammer school would be needed in the upper department
for both districts, and a course of study could be established
which will render the upper department a stepping-stone to the

High school. An impression has gained ground that in ede
of such a union, each district would be obligated to help pay
the debts of the other contracted before the union.
This is incorrect ; when districts unite for school purposes, the districts
still retain their separate organization; the debts of each,
whether contracted before or after the union, are paid by the
district incurring them, as the districts unite for school purpo-:
ses and nothing else.
CONCLUSION.
Your committee would commend the interest of our Common Schools to all parents and friends of good learning.
These will thrive and flourish just in proportion as we take
an interest in them. A liberal appropriation for their support
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is never money thrown away; it pays a better interest than
bank stock or government bonds, inasmuch as it helps to elevate the characters of the young, fitting them by a thorough
education to become good citizens, intelligent men and women,
ornaments to society, and an honor to the town in which they
live. Let us then give our schools a generous support; let us
aid faithful teachers by every means in our power, and our
schools will be infinitely more prosperous in the future than in
all the past.
W. S. LEONARD,
M. C. DIX.

Superintending School Committee.

HIGH SCHOOL REPORT.
The manifest need of a high school had long been felt by,
our citizens, and attempts had been made at different times tobring the subject before the town in such a way that some definite and decided action would be taken upon it. At the last
annual town meeting a vote was obtained to establish such a
school, and to raise the sum of $1000 for its support for the
coming year, a committee being appointed to make preliminary
arrangements.
By the courtesy of Union district a large and
commodious room in their new school building was hired for
high school purposes, and furnished with suitable seats and
desks.
Mr. Lemuel Fales was elected agent for the high
school; and he was fortunate in securing the services of Mr.
Cuares P. HALL, for nearly eight years associate principal
of the high school at Princeton, Ill., an experienced and accomplished teacher, whose services were invaluable in organiz-

ing the school, marking out a course of study to be pursued,
and overseeing the examinations of candidates for admission.
The standard of qualifications was, of necessity, made low in
the beginning, and some pupils thereby gained admission who
properly belonged in the district schools. Another year the
requirements for entrance will doubtless necessitate a higher
gerade of scholarship, and tend to keep those pupils who
long in our district schools in their proper places.

be-

It is intended that the course of study shall cover a period
of four years. We give below the general course marked out
for three years by the principal, with the approval of the committee which will be subject to such alterations and changes as
may be deemed expedient in the future.

29
COURSE

OF STUDY.

The studies pursued may be grouped together under the
general heads of Mathematics, Language and History, Science,
and Literature.
FIRST YEAR.

First Term—Arithmetic, Geography, Grammar, Reading and
Spelling.
|
Second Term—Arithmetic, Geography, Grammar, Reading
and Spelling.
Third Term—Arithmetic, Geography, Grammar, Reading and
Spelling.

SECOND YEAR.
First Term — Arithmetic, Grammar, Physical Geography,
Reading and Spelling.
Second Term — Book-keeping, Analysis, Physical Geography,
Reading and Spelling.
Third Term
— Algebra, U. 8. History, Physiology, Reading
and Spelling.
|
—

THIRD YEAR.

First Term — Algebra,

U. 8. History,

Latin,

Physiology,

Reading Poets.
|
Second Term — Algebra, Latin, Zoology, Reading Poets.
Third Term — Constitution of the United States, Latin, Botany, Reading Poets.
Rhetorical Exercises throughout the course.

It may be stated that the second term of the high school is
still in session at the time of closing the yearly report, so that
no statistics can be given except of the first term; but as people may be interested to see some general items respecting the
number of pupils, the record of attendance, &c., we give below a few statistics of the first term, following the same general order as in the district schools:
Length of term,

12 weeks;

No.

scholars,

51;

boys, 24;

girls, 27; Av. daily att., 48 89-120; tardy marks, 52; visitors, 11; wages paid teacher per month, $111.11.
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Roxy or Honor :—First term, Laura A. Butler, Will O. Amidon, Fred A. Buckley, Arthur W. Cobb, Thomas J. Cunningham, Frank A. Davis, Lemuel Fales, jr., Walter A.
Henry, Herbert H. Hopkins, Fred S. Leonard, Edwin L.

Sargeant, Charles E. Snow, Henry W. Taylor.
The number of pupils is slightly increased the present term,
and it will hardly be possible to admit any new ones before
the commencement of the Fall term, unless the town shall see

fit to provide an assistant teacher to take part of the labor
from the principal, who has already been overburdened by the
duties of the Fall and Winter terms.
During the past Winter a series of six entertainments were given the public "|
the auspices of the high school, called the ‘* High Sch
Course,” consisting of lectures, select readings

and concerts;

the proceeeds, after paying necessary expenses, to be laid
aside as a fund with which to purchase apparatus and books
for a high school library. The amount now on hand amounts
to $39.20, and any additional contributions from friends of
education, who take an interest in the prosperity of the
school, will be exceedingly acceptable.
In conclusion your committee desire to say that the high
school thus far has proved a great success; its influence is
retro-active, and we can already see its beneficent effect upon
our common schools, stimulating pupils to attain a higher
culture, and a more accurate knowledge.
The very fact that
there is a school of this character in our midst, incites younger

scholars to more earnest effort, that they may be fitted to
enter it themselves, and share its advantages and enlarged
opportunities for learning.
W. S. LEONARD,
Be. FERS
High School Committee.
NOTE.
The high school is, of course, free to all the pupils in town, but nonresident scholars are expected to pay tuition. Four dollars per term was the
sum fixed upon the past year. Your committee would recommend that no pupils
be hereafter admitted who are under twelve years of age. There is room in our
district schools for those younger than this.

REPORT OF THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE,
It may well be said that a community thrives in proportion
the interest taken, and the money expended, in the intelie improvement of its citizens; and next to common
schools in importance may be classed the free public library.
Patronized as it should be, and as is the case here, by almost
every inhabitant of the town, it must furnish to every one a
source of recreation, and improvement

as well, after the la-

bors of the mill, the shop, and the farm are suspended for the
day.
Some twelve years ago the nucleus of the present ‘‘ town
library,” was first instituted by an association, each member
subscribing for such number of shares, at three dollars each,
as their public spirit and condition of their pockets should
suggest ; an annual assessment being made upon each member drawing books, for the maintenance and growth of the
library.
The association prospered beyond the expectations of the
most sanguine, until three years ago, when by mutual agreement between the town and the Association, the town assumed

the custody of all the books (numbering about one thousand
volumes) and other property pertaining to the library, the
whole valued at fully one thousand dollars ; the town agreeing
therefor to appropriate the sum of ‘three hundred dollars
annually for the improvement of the library.
In our present limited quarters no method could well be
devised to prevent the serious wear of books by being handled
in the process of making selections: the actual wear and depreciation of books being greater in the library than by
actual use in the hands of the reader.
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In view of this fact your committee have deemed it advisable to allow a large part of the appropriation to remain in the
treasury of the town, until the library is removed to the commodious rooms assigned for its special use in the town hall
building, to which place it will be removed as soon as the
cases and other fixtures now in process of construction can be
completed.
In the meantime your committee deem it advisable to have
all books catalogued, and a catalogue placed with every family in town for reference, to assist in making selections.
The amount due the library in the hands of the town, as
per statement

below, will, we are confident, after
expenses, fitting new room, catalogues, rebinding a

g

ing books, and other incidentals, leave a fair surplus for the
purchase of new books, which addition we trust will be upon
the shelves of the library soon after its removal.
Your committee would however recommend retaining a portion of the fund, to be drawn from time to time during the
year, for the purchase of newly published, desirable works as
they may appear.

STATEMENT.
Due from town March Ist, 1878,

ts

cs

arg EP F

Expenses for year ending March 1st, 1879,

Balance in Town Treasury,
Will be accessable March 12, 1879, the annual appropriation,

Making a total of

$197

19

300 00
$497 19
97 30

$399 89
300 00

$699 89

Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE S. WILDER,
CHAS. J. AMIDON,
WILL. S. LEONARD,
Library Committee

